
Junaluska General Meeting 
In Person and Zoom 
May 5, 2021 
 
Nancy Hood, president of the Junaluskans, called the meeting to order. 

Paul Young opened the meeting with prayer. 

Hilda Ryan gave the Caring and Sharing Report.  She sent a card to Phyllis Windham on the death of her 
husband.  She continues to ask for prayers for Willie Hubbard and Kathy McNeil, as they continue with 
treatments and Betty Lou Hubbard as she convalesces at home. 

Larry Roberts led the group in wishing Happy Birthday to all who had celebrated in the last year, as well 
as those observing May birthdays.  Anniversary wishes were given to those that were married in the 
month of May. 

Bill Lowry gave the Junaluska Moment. 

CENTENNIAL MOMENT #66 

The birth of Lake Junaluska is a fascinating story in itself. Just think. If you go back far enough 
where you are sitting right now was once considered the best corn growing area in western 
North Carolina. If you had stood on the Southern Railroad and looked up the valley you might 
have been impressed by its beauty, But a lake?...hotels?… a huge auditorium?... a large 
residential community? The transformation from a corn field to where we are today is 
amazing. But it also almost didn’t happen.  

James Atkins and George Stuart had the idea. The Laymen’s Missionary Conference spelled it 
out in their resolution of 1908. Then they named a committee of seven and said (in essence) 
now go build it.  The committee met later in Tate Springs Tennessee and began the planning 
that resulted in the wonderful place that has blessed many lives and that many of us call home 
today. But there is one thing the Missionary conference didn’t do. They didn’t tell them how to 
pay for it.  They were to choose a location, build a dam, build hotels and an auditorium. Those 
things cost a lot of money. Indeed, the project was chartered under a corporation related to 
the Laymen’s Missionary Movement. Stock was sold. Fund raising rallies took place. Finally, 
funds, a lot of funds, were borrowed. Construction was begun and, as we all know, in June of 
1913 the first event took place. 

But the debt remained… in fact, grew worse. To make matters worse, by the 1930s a great 
depression was upon the land. The popularity of the Assembly continued to grow and so did 
the debt. In a report dated 1930, the superintendent, Ralph Nollner stated that the average 
income for the past three years was $37,779.98 and the operation expense was $47,357.35. 
There was a loan with the Mercantile Trust Bank of St. Louis of $100,000. Now before we go 
any further, just to get things in perspective, that $100,000 in 1930 would be, in today’s 
dollars, $1,927,882. 

Finally, in the spring of 1932, the bank called its notes and forced the Assembly into 
bankruptcy.  This should have been the end of the Assembly. The land could have been sold to 
pay the debt. It didn’t happen. Instead, in 1936 the college of bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South created a campaign called the “Save Junaluska Campaign”, Local 
churches contributed. Little children got caught up in the effort.  The St Joseph Afro-Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Durham contributed $20.00. Youth rallies, children’s groups sent pennies. 



Thus it was that on October 21, 1936 the Mercantile Bank received a check for $100,000 which 
paid the debt and saved the Assembly!   

Now here is a postscript…  When the Church created the Save Junaluska campaign the church 
did not even own the Assembly. It belonged to the corporation set up in its charter. But God 
has been at work on these grounds through all of our history. Junaluska continued through the 
decades and still does today. 

                                                                                    Bill Lowry 

Minutes from the April Board and General Meetings were approved in the May Board Meeting and can 
be found online at lakejunaluska.com/community. 

Nancy Hood noted the Treasurer’s Report had been approved in the Board Meeting and could be found 
in the Lake News and Views. 

Jim Pearson gave a report on the swans.  There are three nesting pairs this year and each nest has five 
eggs, making fifteen eggs.  He thinks that the next two weeks may be the time the eggs hatch.  We have 
three swans on the Lake now that were born here. 

Judy Lafountaine reported that Ken Howle said that according to CDC and North Carolina guidelines, we 
can have a Flea Market this year!  The date for set up is Friday, June 11, and the Flea Market will be 
Saturday, June 12.  Contact Judy if you wish to volunteer.  She asked that everyone hold onto the items 
they have for the market and either deliver them on Friday, the 11th, or call for pick up on that day.  
Baked goods are needed.  Please deliver them to the Baked Goods tent Friday or early Saturday 
morning.  Contact Sondra Shepherd if you have questions.   

Jan LeMasters asked for plants to be sold at the flea market.  Contact her if you need pots for your 
plants. 

Jan also mentioned that the Travel Committee was looking into going to the Hart Theater for a show 
and/or going to Lake Lure traveling in cars. 

Lynda Varner and Kit Ervin said The Woman’s Club will be meeting Monday, May 10 at 3:00 pm in Gaines 
Auditorium.  All women are welcome.  Kit had a brochure available for meetings and activities for the 
year. 

Executive Director, Ken Howle, said that during the pandemic, Junaluska had survived and thrived.  He 
was excited that we were once again meeting in person.  He said he believed that the closing on the 
World Methodist Council properties would occur in the middle of May. 

Staff is being rehired.  Lisa McDonald has been hired part time in the office. 

The DOT project is moving forward.  Public input will be asked for soon.  This project will replace two 
bridges on Richland Creek and redo the interchange on highways 19/23.  The DOT believes the project 
will take two years. 

He announced that the Community Council will meet by Zoom next Tuesday, May 11. 

Ken commended the community on when you see something, say something.  The number for Security 
is 828-734-5575. 

Mike Huber, General Manager, introduced Wilson Booth and Tammy McDowell.  Wilson said that the 
direction in serving youth groups is to have them stay on campus for all events, including hiking, boating, 
swimming, etc.  Also, the Cherokee, the Junaluska pontoon boat, will be operating soon. 



Tammy McDowell discussed summer activities at the Lake.  The activities will begin June 24, with the 
Jacksonville Children’s Choir singing at the amphitheater at the Cross.  Summer worship will begin June 
27 and will be held at the amphitheater at the Cross.  Evening vespers, prayer walks, and other events 
will be focused on being outdoor events. 

Registration forms for activities will be on the Lake Junaluska website.  Groups meeting this summer 
include yoga retreats, marriage enrichment, and the Festival of Wisdom and Grace. 

Melissa Tinsley reported on the Plant Sale.  Over $16,000.00 was made.  This money will be used for 
landscaping at the Lake. 

Capital improvements continue to be made.  Changes were made at the recreation area.  This will now 
be known as Lake Junaluska Outfitters.  Air conditioning, and fire alarms have been worked on.  The 
Lambuth Inn and the campground are both open.  If you wish to use the Fitness Center, you need to sign 
up online. 

Director of Development, Rebecca Mathis, reported that there are three fundraising areas of focus this 
year.  They are Annual Giving; Be the Light Initiative – giving above and beyond during the pandemic; 
and the Lake Junaluska Legacy Circle – planned giving.  On June 25, we will be celebrating Junaluska’s 
108th birthday.  There will be a gathering at the Weatherby Bell.  Also, online that day, giving will be 
encouraged.  If you would be interested in providing matching gifts, please contact Rebecca. 

Associate’s weekend will include many outdoor events.  Information and registration forms will be 
online. 

Nancy Hood thanked Steve Crites and his team for running the meeting on Zoom.   

Nancy also mentioned she needs volunteers for Meals on Wheels.  Contact her if you are interested. 

Linda Carlson announced the National Day of Prayer would be held Thursday, May 6, at the Cross.  There 
will be a men’s quartet and time for prayers. 

Jim Correll thanked the group for their financial support of the food pantry at Aviemore.  He asked for 
continued donations.  He thanked Sharon Carlisle and Margaret Ervin for buying groceries for the 
pantry. 

Larry Roberts said the Tent Committee is back at work and younger volunteers are needed. 

The meeting was adjourned by Nancy Hood. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Evelyn Correll 
Recording Secretary 


